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2014 Specialty Crop Block Grant Program – Farm Bill 
Phase I, Concept Proposal 

Technical Evaluation Criteria Score Sheet 
 

Title of Project:       
 

SCORING CRITERIA Maximum 
Points 

Points  
Received  

1. Project Purpose 30  
a. How well does the applicant define the specific issue, 

problem, interest, or need? 
b. How well does the applicant describe the project and does the 

project address the problem?   
c. Did the applicant explain why this project is important and 

timely? 
d. Is the approach rational and sound?  
e. Are the concept, design, methods, analyses, and technologies 

properly developed, well-integrated, and appropriate to the 
project? 

f. Is the project feasible? 

  

2. Estimated Timeline 10  
 a. Is the timeline reasonable?   
3. Goals, Objectives, and Expected Measurable Outcomes 35  

a. How clear and appropriate are the project’s goal(s) and 
objective(s)? 

b. Does the project include at least one distinct, quantifiable, and 
measurable outcome that can be reported and tracked over 
time?  

c. Does the project make good business sense? 
d. Does the project provide a direct benefit to Nebraska’s 

agricultural and specialty crop industry, rather than a single 
organization, institution, or individual? 

  

4. Preliminary Project Work Plan 10  
a. How well do the tasks relate to the goal(s) and objective(s) of 

the project?   
   

5. Projected Budget 15  
a. How reasonable and appropriate is the amount requested and 

budgeted for the project? 
b. Are the expected benefits commensurate with total 

investment? 
c. Are matching funds or in-kind contributions anticipated?  
d. Is it feasible that the proposed work can be accomplished 

within the proposed budget given the applicant’s experience, 
past progress, resources, and commitment? 

  

TOTAL 100  
NON-SCORING CRITERIA Yes No 

Does the project address how it will solely enhance the 
competitiveness of U.S. or U.S. territory grown specialty crops in 
either domestic or foreign markets?   

  

Should the applicant be invited to submit a Grant Proposal, which is 
the second phase of the application process? 
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